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Discussions on Contemporary Calamity and Immigrants

of Henan into Northeast Area

Zhang Xiaodong

Abstract: From 1920s to 1930s various disasters including flood drought locust plague hail disaster bandits and wars struck

Henan province. And numerous villagers were reduced to famine victims or refugees. In order to help these calamity victims Henan fel—

low—townsmen who lived in Peiping established a Henan Disaster Relief Center in Peiping. Since there was such a large area of disaster

together with so many calamity victims it was almost hopeless for the local government to settle the problem. Therefore the Disaster

Relief Center organized an activity of sending disaster victims to open up land in the north—eastern part of China. After wide mobiliza—

tion and careful preparation tens of thousands of calamity victims arrived in the north—eastern part of China in batches and were well

settled with the full aid of the Peiping Disaster Relief Center. During these years of disaster the act of sending disaster—stricken people

to remote places to earn a living was regarded as " negative relief"

admirable in the times full of chaos caused by bandits and wars.

but the behavior of fellow townsmen organizing immigration was very

Key words: Henan Fellow—townsmen; immigration to North—eastern Part of China; Peiping Disaster Relief Center
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